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From City Council meeting . . . to the Business Council 
 

Prepared by Rich Groves, Executive Director 
North Kansas City Business Council 

                                      March 1, 2022 
 

 

 
Note: As a reminder, the notes below represent topics that, in my judgement, might be of interest to the 
business community. It does not include everything that was on the agenda. 
 

 
Work Session – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Hotel/Motel Tier Program 
 
A presentation was given by Police Chief Kevin Freeman and Interim City Administrator Kim Nakahodo to 
discuss recent high profile incidents at North Kansas City hotels and explain a proposed hotel/motel tier 
program to reduce those kind of incidents. 
 
Using the models of Branson, Blue Springs and Independence hotels would be in one of three tiers based on 
their ratio of annual reported incidents (requiring police response) per number of rooms in the hotel. The 
higher the ratio the more requirements for compliance. Hotels will be evaluated each year and depending on 
the results they might be able to move to a less demanding tier or, conversely, to a higher, more demanding 
tier. 
 

 
 
Chief Freeman recommends a hybrid version that is more straight-forward and simpler to measure and 
enforce and would place more responsibility on the hotel ownership as well as the on-duty employees. A 
procedure would be put in place that could enable the city to revoke a hotel’s business license. However, 
hotels are licensed by the state, rather than any municipality. 
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City staff will review the comments and suggestions from City Council members and come back with a draft of 
a set of procedures and ordinances for City Council review. 
 
Regular Session – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
City Councilman Graves took issue with the long-standing process of appointing commission members. His 
point was that the procedure asks the City Council to approve the Mayor’s recommendations for commission 
vacancies without being aware of other candidates and knowing if the recommended person is the best 
candidate. 
 
Agenda Topics 
 
Approval of Xue Wood as Community Development Director 
 
City Council approved the hiring of Xue Wood as Community Development Director replacing Sara Copeland. 
With a masters’ degree from the University of Kansas Xue has been employed as a planner with the City of 
Kansas City. 
 
Tnemec Company application for a Chapter 100 Funding Agreement 
 
Tnemec Company, a large manufacturing company that has been in North Kansas City for 70 years with a plant 
and R & D facility on W 23rd Ave. Tnemec has plans to build a 310,000 SF industrial building on 18.4 acres 
immediately south of Tnemec’s existing paint manufacturing plant at 123 West 23rd Avenue costing $32.8 
million. This property has been owned by Tnemec for several years and is adjacent to the City’s water 
treatment facility. It was formerly owned by ADM for use for grain storage and processing, but all facilities 
were removed many years ago. The property has been vacant since then. 
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Tnemec President Chase Bean and Executive VP Cory Brown explained the project and why it is needed. 

 

 

 
 



4 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



5 
 

 
 
Charles Renner, with Husch Blackwell, explained the funding proposal. It was explained that this is a larger 
Chapter 100 request than most the City has dealt with but that there are extra-ordinary circumstances that 
Tnemec believes justify the request. 
 
City Council approved the funding agreement but it does not commit the City to the Chapter 100 request at 
this time. Also approved was a contract for services with Burns & McDonnell to represent the City with regard 
to the environmental impact of the project. 
 
 
 
Staff Reports 
 
Call to Walls 
 
Businesses are encouraged to apply for having their building used for murals. This program is funded by the 
The Tim C. Crummett Family Charitable Fund. The application form is attached to this email message. 

 
Covid Report from North Kansas City Hospital  
 
         Feb 23    Feb 9       Jan 26   Jan 12    Dec 15   Dec 6    Nov 8    Oct 27                  

Total Active COVID cases:                      28          57 91       102          90          68          20           14                      
        
Total recovering COVID cases:          42         42  38        17           16          13          16           18                  
   
Total COVID patients in the ICU:           12          12 19       28           13         16            2              9                    
  
Total COVID patients on a ventilator:    8          12 16       16   8            7            1              8                      

 
NKCH is closely monitoring the number of COVID cases affecting our community and we continue 
to ask for all support to encourage those who are unvaccinated to get vaccinated, and those that 
received the vaccine at least six months ago to get a booster. We will continue to meet the 
healthcare needs of our community. Thank you 
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The full agenda for this meeting with links to critical documents is available on the City’s website www.nkc.org 
under the heading of Agendas and Minutes. As always, additional details about City Council agenda topics are 
often available as attachments on the City’s website www.nkc.org and later as 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-6WpmTG2Ss part of the approved minutes.  
 
 

http://www.nkc.org/
http://www.nkc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-6WpmTG2Ss

