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From City Council meeting . . . to the Business Council 
 

Prepared by Rich Groves, Executive Director 
North Kansas City Business Council 

                                      May 3, 2022 
 

 

 
Note: As a reminder, the notes below represent topics that, in my judgement, might be of interest to the 
business community. It does not include everything that was on the agenda. 
 

 
Work Session – 6:00 p.m. 
 
NorthRail Streetcar Feasibility Study 
 
This work session featured a presentation by Tom Gerend, Executive Director of KC Streetcar Authority and 
Jeff McKerrow, a consultant assisting the Feasibility Study, explaining background, progress to-date and what 
to expect in the future. 
 
Here are purpose and needs that are guiding the feasibility study. 

 
 

There are two options for crossing the Missouri River – on the west side or on the east side. But the streetcar 
tracks would run in the center of either Burlington or Armour, depending on which route is chosen.  
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If the streetcar route is on Burlington it would be the first time MoDOT has been required to deal with a 
streetcar line on one of their routes. Obviously, crossing the Heart of America Bridge is also in MoDOT 
territory. The consultant said that MoDOT says when Burlington stops looking like a MoDOT highway route 
there will need to be a discussion with the City of North Kansas City to take over responsibility for Burlington. 
 
Burlington Route screening assessment: 

 
 
Swift Route screening assessment: 
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There is greater residential and employment density on Swift than on Burlington. 
 



4 
 

 
 
There is still time to provide input for the feasibility study through an online survey. Here is the link to that 
survey: 
 

Community Outreach 

The online self-guided survey will be active from April 20 – May 13, 2022, and accessible 

from this webpage. Click here to provide feedback through an interactive online map and 

survey tool. 

 
 
Regular Session – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Agenda Topics 
 
One North Presentation by Rick Worner 

https://app.publiccoordinate.com/#/projects/northrailkc/map
https://app.publiccoordinate.com/#/projects/northrailkc/map
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Rick Worner’s investment group will own the grocery store. The construction cost is rising every week. Cost estimate has 
risen from $9 million to $12 million. Construction will take at least 440 days. Hope to open late 2023. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

Contract for Construction of 18th and Clay City-Owned Parking Lot 
 
After an extremely lengthy discussion the contract and a necessary budget amendment was approved. There was 
concern by one City Council representative that plans for trees were not consistent with a previous understanding. The 
City Council was assured that the landscaping company can provide additional information and that, if necessary, scope 
of work (and cost) can be revised. 
 

Staff Comments 
 
Deputy City Administrator Kim Nakahodo said the City has requested that Clay County allocate $700 thousand 
from the infrastructure funds to be allocated to help pay for the Burlington water line project. 
 
 

 
The full agenda for this meeting with links to critical documents is available on the City’s website www.nkc.org 
under the heading of Agendas and Minutes. As always, additional details about City Council agenda topics are 
often available as attachments on the City’s website www.nkc.org and later as 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-6WpmTG2Ss part of the approved minutes.  
 
 

http://www.nkc.org/
http://www.nkc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-6WpmTG2Ss

